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When I look out the
windows at Our Place,
I see a veritable flock
of cranes constructing
new buildings in our
downtown core.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes

to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,
talent and money that benefit our family members. The over 60 programs and services
offered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters like
you. Thank you!
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Pride Parade

Moss Street Paint-In

Sikh Spirit

Aboriginal Day

Hey Handsome

< BASEBALL & BBQ: As a special treat during the summer months, the Outreach
crew rents a field in Beacon Hill Park to host several days of baseball. Spread over

July and August, the Our Place Drop-In closes from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (except for the

Overdose Prevention Site) while we promote friendship and fellowship through
baseball and a barbeque provided by the ever-creative kitchen staff.
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When you've been
Greg & Tracy's married for 32 years,
Story theideaofliving apart
seems unfathomable.
l And when those decades
have been as turbulent

as Greg and Tracy's life “It was the drug [ was
has been, your partner looking for all my life,”
becomes your rock, says Greg as he describes
your only anchor inthe the euphoria and escape
storm. he felt when using.

‘I don't know what the
hell happened,” she
admits. “But I had a bullet
lodged in my skull. They
(hospital staff) told me it
was a suicide attempt.”

BECOME A JOIN THE OVER 700 MEMBERS of our Circle of Love program today! Our

Place is grateful to our monthly Circle of Love donors who spread out annual

MONTH LY DONOR donations over 12 months, which helps us plan and budget more effectively,

and reduces mailing and environmental costs. Monthly donors receive a

) JOIN OUR CIRCLE OF LOVE single consolidated charitable tax receipt annually. Monthly giving via credit
@ PROGRAM TODAY card or direct debit from your bank account is simple to set up — please give

us a call at 250-413-3161 to find out more.



returned to them. And 30 years later, they panicked and left him there,” says Greg. “If

are both still on the program. he had only called 9-1-1."

Sadly, Michael passed away from an To make matters worse, Greg and Tracy

overdose in 2016 at the age of 28. were living apart at the time of their
son’s death. Not through choice, but
circumstance.

They had both been sleeping on mats in a
gymnasium at First Met United Church on
a night shelter program being run by Our
Place, when health problems meant Greg
had to be on oxygen.

After his death, the parents discovered He was given a room at Salvation Army in
that Michael had overdosed four times order to have an oxygen tank, while Tracy
previously on fentanyl-laced heroin before ~ remained on the nightly mats.

his death in a stairwell off Fort Street. Fovmetsly, Ty conle o Gy dhys

"His friend, the person he was using with, together at Our Place where they would
meet up for breakfast and supper. In

the afternoons, they would both sleep
wherever they could find a space.

Greg grins as he says Tracy comes and
knocks on his door every morning so they
can spend the day together.

With the help of the Our Place housing
support team, the next step, they both say,
is to move into a one-bedroom apartment
where they can be together always.




VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

As the drop-in mental health counsellor who
volunteers with Our Place every Monday,
Craig now helps the family members with
many of their issues: addiction, anxiety, grief
and trauma.

Having recently moved to Victoria from Los
Angeles, Craig decided that Our Place was
exactly where he wanted to volunteer his
time.

Craig was bom in Texas and then spent six
years as a youth living in Tokyo. His family
returned to the U.S. when he was 16. His
experience living in Japan profoundly shaped
him, leaving him with both a sensitivity and
understanding of cultural differences.

After high school, Craig worked as a musician
along with numerous other jobs to support
his musical career. But after his own personal

experience with therapy, he realized he
wanted something different for his life.

‘I was curious when I began my practice

at Our Place how quickly the family would
engage. It's gone so smoothly. There are
quite a few family members who are utilizing
counselling as a consistent resource to
identify goals and to report their progress, as
well as their challenges.”

Craig is also enjoying his time here.

‘I enjoy getting to know the Our Place
family. [ recognize so much resilience and
strength in them. [ believe there is a power in
honouring their experience as best as I can.
It's been very rewarding.”

BECOME PART OF A DYNAMIC TEAM of compassionate people assisting Victoria's most
vulnerable citizens. Volunteer orientation sessions happen every month and are the best
way to find out more about who we are, what we do and how you can get involved!

For more information, visit our website or call Mark, Manager of Volunteers, at

250-388-7112 Ext. 258.
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Thank you to Bottle Depot and our
wonderful community for raising an

incredible $5,390 during the Month of June!

We are excited to announce that our
partnership with the Bottle Depot is
continuing. The first community Our
Place Society Charity Bin has been placed
on Blanshard Street between Foo and St.
Andrew’s Cathedral.

We encourage you to drop off refundable
beverage containers to this bin throughout

the year and help us continue to tum refunds
into meals.

If you can't make it downtown to the charity
bin, you can still take your containers to

the Bottle Depot and request your refund

be credited to the Our Place Society charity
account.

Thank you again to everyone at Bottle Depot
for your support, hard work and commitment
to helping make our community better.

Do you or someone you know have a
business or a great location that would be a
good fit for an Our Place
Charity Bin? Please call
Alyson at 250-413-3161.

Things We Need

Winter is coming! Our fellow
citizens in need will feel the
cold and damp on the streets
of Greater Victoria. Empty
your closets and bring your
warm coats and jackets,
blankets and sleeping bags to
Our Place. Donations of new
underwear and socks are
always greatly appreciated.

Contact Tracy at
250-388-7112 ext. 259
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Creative

Ways to Give

PASSING THE SQUEAKY TOY:

Sponsor-a-Breakfast

"Y1
At a ourplace
Y

Hope and Belonging

Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com

Create A Legacy of Love

Our Place

Recent Stats
2016/2017

Meals Served
Volunteer Hours
Showers in Hygiene
One-on-One Sessions

Crisis Interventions

Moving into fall and winter, the
need to open our Drop-In floor and
Nutrition Bar into the evening will
add over $200,000 to our annual
budget. To make this possible, we
desperately need your help to keep
vulnerable people warm, safe and
fed during the cold, wet months
ahead. If you can help with a
financial donation, please call:

250-413-3161




