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Peter Gould rests inside the home he displayed Monday. ADRIAN LAM, TIMES COLONIST

Be it ever so humble ...

Tiny homes on wheels could shelter homeless,
builder of prototype says to enthusiastic response

SARAH PETRESCU
Times Colonist

Peter Gould wants to help Victoria’s
homeless, one shopping-cart sized tiny
house at a time.

“I struggled with housing, in shelters
for a few years. Now that I have a place,
I want to give back,” said Gould, 60, a
former shipyard and iron worker on dis-
ability assistance.

The hobby woodworker brought his
first effort — a 12-square-foot wooden
home on wheels — to the Our Place Soci-
ety courtyard Monday, where a stream of
people came to check it out and ask if he
had more.

“I see people come here every morn-
ing after sleeping outside. They’re not
just cold or wet, they get sick. I just
talked to one woman who lost her toes,”
said Gould, who visits the homeless hub
for meals every day.

He was inspired to make the trailer by
a young woman who suffers from social
anxiety and won’t use the shelters.

“It’s a place to keep people warm, dry
and their stuff safe,” he said.

Gould built the tiny house on wheels in
less than a month, using the woodshop at
Anawim House in Victoria for the build-
ing and Choices Transitional Home in
View Royal for the painting.

“Everyone has been very supportive
and helpful. It’s a feel-good project,” he
said. He received $100 from a homeless
advocacy group for supplies and used his
own money for the rest.

“I probably spent about $600 but I
know I could bring that down,” said
Gould, wearing red suspenders, a Mickey
Mouse fanny pack and a T-shirt embla-
zoned with “Jesus is King.”

He gave a short tour of the two-foot-
wide and six-foot-long house.

“Some people say it has a retro look,
like ’60s or ’S0s,” Gould said in front of
the trailer that does look like a mini-

vintage camper with an oval shape and
turquoise-green exterior.

Gould said he used wood and glue to
build the 80-pound structure on wheels. It
is about three feet high, with a window
made from picture-frame glass, an
extendable bed for someone up to six-
foot-one, a small shelf, eight square feet
of storage and a candle heater.

“It seemed a lot safer than gas,” said
Gould, who slept in the trailer under a
tree on Harris Green a few nights back.
“I didn’t wake up once.”

The trailer can be secured with a pad-
lock and has a handle to move or lock it.
Gould said his next prototype will include
a bike hitch.

“I want to build more and give them to
people for free,” he said. “I'm always
looking for ways to help our brothers and
sisters, and this seems to be one a lot of
people are interested in.”

Grant McKenzie, communications
director for Our Place Society, said there
has been a lot of interest in tiny homes or
shelters to help address the problem of
street homelessness and poverty in
Victoria.

“There’s potential to set up a social
enterprise here and address an important
issue. Plus, it’s a really cool idea,” said
McKenzie, noting people are turned away
every night from shelters in the city and
others are barred from certain places.

McKenzie said a group of residents at
Choices, which was set up to house for-
mer tent city homeless until next year,
and students from Camosun College have
built a tiny-house prototype as well.

“We presented it to B.C. Housing but
nothing came of it,” he said. He’d like to
see homeless people with tiny houses
park in church lots overnight, “like Ore-
gon is doing.”

The City of Victoria has pledged to
look into microhousing options, including
the idea of a tiny-house village.
spetrescu@timescolonist.com
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IN STORE AND AT THEBAY.COM

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OF $99 OR MORE!
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Save 50%
$14 199

Queen. Regular $89.99

Flannel sheet sets by
DISTINCTLY HOME and DH

100% cotton. 16" pocket fits up to an 18" mattress.
Available in twin to king sets, which include one

flat sheet, one fitted sheet and two pillowcases :

(twin set includes one pillowcase). DH not
available in king size. Regular $69.99 to $99.99
Sale $34.99 to $49.99

Exclusively ours
40% off other flannel bedding collections,

throws and blankets by DISTINCTLY HOME,
DH and GLUCKSTEINHOME.

»

Regular $24.99 to $189.99 Sale $14.99 to $113.99
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50% Off ;EAUWREST BLACK

electric blankets, throws and mattress pads.
Regular $119.99 to $279.99 Sale $59.99 to $139.99

Exclusively ours

Plus, 50% off pillows and duvets:*

HUDSON'S BAY
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ﬁ a 2017 RED MITTENS | 15

Hudson’s Bay has raised over $29 million for

Canadian Olympic athletes through Red Mitten @ ‘
sales. $3.90 of every $15 purchase goes towards

the Canadian Olympic Foundation. Exclusively ours

No rain checks and no price adjustments. No pre-orders or telephone orders. Offer available while quantities last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Selection may vary by store. Savings are off
our regular prices unless otherwise specified. Excludes Hudson’s Bay Company Collection. See in store for details. *FREE SHIPPING: Receive free standard shipping on a total purchase amount of 99
or more before taxes. Offer is based on merchandise total and does not include taxes or any additional charges. Free standard shipping is applied after discounts and/or promotion code offers. Offer
not valid at Hudson’s Bay or any other HBC stores. Additional fees apply for Express or Next Day Shipping. Applies to Canadian delivery addresses only. Excludes furniture, canoes, patio furniture, patio

accessories, barbeques and mattresses. **Pillows and duvets exclude clearance merchandise, Tempur-Pedic and Essential Needs.

LIMITED TIME OFFER
ONLY UNTIL NOVEMBER 21

REGULAR
SCHEDULED

MAINTENANCE

*Offer fulfilled via a prepaid credit card.

2017 JETTA

1.4 TSI TRENDLINE MANUAL TRANSMISSION

Highline model shown

MONTHLY LEASE FROM THE EQUIVALENT OF

$48:1,99% - 48

WEEKLY MONTHS!
WITH $1,350 DOWN

- Standard rearview camera

- Available App-Connect

- Available Adaptive Cruise Control

- Available 1.4 TSI turbocharged engine

Exceptional exists for less than you think.
See for yourself at vwoffers.ca. Offers end November 21.

Volkswagen

*No-charge maintenance provided in the form of a prepaid credit card in an amount based on the average pre-tax cost of regular, scheduled maintenance at intervals of every 15,000 km for 2017 Jetta / Passat / Golf / Golf SportWagen FWD / Tiguan models. Excludes other
maintenance, service items and costs. Maintenance costs vary by dealer. Offer available at participating dealers only. fLease payments of $207 on the Jetta must be made on a monthly basis and cannot be made weekly. Weekly equivalent payments shown for information
only. Limited time lease offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 2017 Jetta 1.4T Trendline base model with 5-speed manual transmission. $1,625 freight and PDI included in monthly payment. 48-month term
at 1.99% APR. $1,350 down payment, $260 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation: $11,286. 64,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. PPSA fee, license, insurance, registration, any dealer
or other charges, options and applicable taxes are extra. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers end November 21, 2016 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Model shown: 2017 Jetta 1.8T Highline automatic
transmission, $28,495. Vehicle shown for illustration purposes only and may include optional equipment. Visit vwoffers.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Jetta”, “TSI”, “Highline” and “Trendline” are registered trademarks of
Volkswagen AG. © 2016 Volkswagen Canada.



